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Understanding the Japan Bowl Curriculum
— A Note to Students —

Welcome to the National Japan Bowl study guide! We'd like to tell you a little about our
curriculum and why it is designed the way it is.

The National Japan Bowl covers two distinct but interconnected areas: Japanese-
language proficiency and content-area knowledge. It is this dual nature of the Japan Bowl
curriculum that makes the Japan Bowl unique. We have designed it this way because we
are so strongly aware that the more familiar you are with Japanese culture, society, history,
geography, and the arts, the better you will be able to communicate in Japanese.

As you'll see in the study guide that follows, the content-knowledge curriculum is divided
between those topics we consider basic, like geography and etiquette, which are covered
every year, and others like history and culture that cover more specific content with topics
rotating on a three-year cycle. The language curriculum gives you the chance to use your
language skills in real-world situations that require level-appropriate knowledge of kanji
and grammar rules as well as communication skills. It also aims to help you become
comfortable with the kind of idiomatic and expressive Japanese that native Japanese
speakers commonly use with each other.

Study Guide Table of Contents
Section 1: (pp. 3) Content categories
Section 2: (pp. 4-10) Language categories
Section 3: (pp. 11-12) Conversation round topics

Further information:

See http://www.japanbowl.org/resources/ to download a PDF version of the Study
Guide and find other resources for the Japan Bowl.

For Quizlet decks for all language topics, see:
https://quizlet.com/nationaljapanbowl/folders/national-japan-bowl-2021-cycle-
1?x=1xqt&i=28y00

See http://www.japanbowl.org/join-the-29th-national-japan-bowl/ for more information on
team and student eligibility requirements, competition rules and format, and preparing
for the competition.

We look forward to seeing you at the National Japan Bowl!


http://www.japanbowl.org/resources/
https://quizlet.com/nationaljapanbowl/folders/national-japan-bowl-2021-cycle-1?x=1xqt&i=28yo0
https://quizlet.com/nationaljapanbowl/folders/national-japan-bowl-2021-cycle-1?x=1xqt&i=28yo0
http://www.japanbowl.org/join-the-29th-national-japan-bowl/

CONTENT AREAS -- ALL LEVELS

EVERY YEAR: THE BASICS

Geography - Map of Japan and major regions
basics - Climate, natural environment, and population

- Locations and general information about places in level-specific kanji lists
Seasons in Names of seasons and common seasonal allusions, seasonal events

Japanese culture

Manners and
body language

Etiquette at home and in the community
Gestures used for nonverbal communication (see the gesture guide)
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and home life

Home, school, work, community customs

Current events

Major events, news in Japan in the 12 months before the National Japan Bowl

THIS YEAR'’S SPECIAL TOPICS

2021 (2024, etc.) 2022 (2025, etc.) 2023 (2026, etc.)

History

-Major events,
figures, terms,
cultural products

Unification and Edo Pd.
1560~1868

Classical, Medieval
Periods
500 CE~1600 CE

Meiji ~ Heisei Periods
1868~2019

Society Public services, practices Government, economy, | Technology and
- Medical, police, fire business environment
- Trash/recycling
- Disaster preparedness
Culture Contemporary culture Visual and performing | Literature
- Entertainment -- anime, arts Major genres and
manga, games, music, Major genres and examples
films in the 21st century examples
- Sports -- major events,
athletes 2020-21
Japan’s regions Hokkaido and Kyushu TBD TBD

- festivals, sites,
history, products



http://www.japanbowl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Gestures_Guide-Final.pdf

those covered on a three-year cycle. In this section you will find the following lists to

study:

JAPANESE LANGUAGE

The Japan Bowl’s Japanese language categories include those covered every year and

Material covered every year

Material covered over a three-year cycle

e Kaniji (basic, practical, family names, place hames)

e Measurement Terms

e Aisatsu (greetings, useful phrases for social interaction)

Affective Words

Verbs with Multiple Meanings
Yojijukugo

Giseigo and Gitaigo

Idioms with Body Parts
Proverbs

Langquage lists used every year

Note: Level 2 students should study Level 2 items. Level 3
students should study Levels 2 and 3 items, and Level 4 students,
the items in Levels 2, 3, and 4.

Basic Kanji
Level 2: We encourage you to study the kanji not only singly but as parts of words such
as R, Rk, KE, Ik H, and {4,
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Level 3: We encourage you to study the kanji not only singly but as parts of words such
as &ft, HW), Wsk, 4%, and JwlE.

3R Y K R OE K A K AW F R M od R Wm S #
Beom B X T M W PR T E K K&/ R MY
A OB OB O O R b M R B R B R F R OB K D
SR TR s B : S B (R E A S = S = W P > S = SR = S QU= 3+
ol R F oA OB o B/ OB o R B OE #H OB E R OK
ko= I BE B OR OB OB OHE ¥ B Ik B OB O OF K A KR
W2 N M o B R B OE G OSF B 3 M & (kanji repetition symbol)

Level 4: We encourage you to study the kanji not only singly but as parts of words such
as 1], AqH, 1R, &, and # ik,

LSS R i /BTN S A S - R o IR S R / G R AR i N -
Mo & F 5 F & R R E R I oHE & B\ 2 4
OB & B m R ME b AR ¥ £ Fom om E OEHE M
#oREOE OBE 7T O Bk B R oA &~ EOE W M R R
B EH B B & K ¥ F & ffF % &8 W & Box #J F &
AOA Kk K OMm oM oW & OE K E H M RO

Practical Kanji: The following kanji are often used on signs in public places in Japan. It
is useful to know what these kanji mean when you see them, even if you cannot
pronounce or write them.

LEVEL 2 [# asin #&H (Lwst-), &K (Lwsca

FE asin FEF D @rrscn), RO

LEVEL 3 | f& asin fGlfRxur), fG72VN@msn0)
® asin AZEIE v, Bz
¥ asin ER Ly, KEsvamy
LEVEL 4 as in NRY) snrso), RERZAGLEI Sxe9)

3 A

Al asin Al sy, H— REEE AL (5 s




Common Family Names: These names turn up so often that you want to be able to

pronounce them correctly on sight.

LEVEL 2 | B (=29, WA &ER), WA cxes) . TF cernes),
KA xes), HRaew), KHE@ELR

LEVEL 3 | B =niz L), IR ®zur), A (x-ob8), M TFEoLm),
H Eowosz), DR erew, HH@ELE

LEVEL 4 | el (s e 5), D mrry, P, it ons),
HK(LaP), BREFTx, FHEAxrREsx

Common Place Names: These place names commonly appear on signs and in maps,
websites, news stories, manga -- every kind of reading material. It is useful to know

where these places are located and how they are pronounced.*

LEVEL 2 | Jb¥iE (z-0089), A (252 135), RAN x5 8), KK Gsmsm,
Wi sxap), BERGor, ZAHE®Gz0, AMNaire ),

WEL=<), LM EssLe), KFEFEE~0E3), HARIE@ 2L

LEVEL 3 | fLi (x~iz2), B @arvyy, JRE©OsLs), i c<sm,
Wb sz, BEEmALs), T wes s, Bl mLsy, FEE

VJ)‘Q\__

)

BfE (Latw ), FIEGEsLe<), EFG2o), KERGams),
EEbs<x), BRHEBRZEE R <sns29),
PIHERRZE# (rnro<sns29), BElGrsa,

HART VT A (cizibssd), W PNTE e 2va0)

LEVEL 4 [ #i5=5) (hasp), BH(bnb), R me), L0z, Elfensx),
H¥wzoz9), JIFmbsx), FEo, Es~, REELS,

* See also “Geography basics” in the Content-area chart.

Measurement Terms: These are units of measurement commonly used in everyday
conversation in Japan. Familiarity with them helps with everything from shopping to

making plans to participating in ordinary conversations in Japanese.

LEVEL 2 | Temperature -- Celsius (°C)

LEVEL 3 | Weight -- gram (gr), kilogram (kg)

LEVEL 4 | Length -- centimeter (cm), meter (m), kilometer (km)




Aisatsu: The following expressions are good to know for smooth social interaction.
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BIFAZTTN
TCHFELT
FALSBRNWLET

LEVEL3 | Z A%, B8O TLEHI TS 0ET
TEOELH, BOTEIZISWVET
BomrisETCTLE
I<nbolenELE
BULSELET
EY2ZBADLIEIWD
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Lxo29bLELE
TR s EBRBLTWVET (B £9)
~ZEALLLBEBEALTZEZN




Language lists on a three-year cycle

Note: As stated earlier, Level 2 students should study Level 2
items. Level 3 students should study Levels 2 and 3 items, and
Level 4 students, the items in Levels 2, 3, and 4.

Affective Words: Emotions are expressed differently in different languages. Short
words like the ones below can convey all sorts of emotions if used properly.

2021 (2024, etc.) 2022 (2025, etc.) 2023 (2026, etc.)

L2 [ 557D WE72 xo b
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Verbs with Multiple Meanings: The following are examples of common words with
multiple meanings that are sometimes differentiated with homophonous kaniji. There are

many such words in Japanese.

2021 (2024, etc.)

2022 (2025, etc.)

2023 (2026, etc.)
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Yojijukugo: Yojijukugo are idioms of four kanji arranged in a meaningful way.

2021 (2024, etc.) 2022 (2025, etc.) 2023 (2026, etc.)
L2 | A28 -txicbrd) —H—4 (ot rinotx) —F—H Lobrivorzi)
BEEAS (coLad-® HEAEEE (mzars s + AT (Lwriciing
L3 | —H#f#EH (bt ) INFTEN tz-150T04) DU \GE (L<izs<)
BEFEIT W5F4L-29) BHRET OosiFove<by | —AYIE @omzsd
5)
L4 [ BfRRE cearvabi) —Hl—2 e ons2) VILMBELD (O LATALA)
TERER (rrEatdo) BT GsazbLa KERBEEL (20213420

Giseigo and Gitaigo: Giseigo refers to animal and human sounds (e.g., chirping,
laughing) while gitaigo are used to describe a certain state (e.g., facial expression,

atmosphere).
2021 (2024, etc.) 2022 (2025, etc.) 2023 (2026, etc.)

All IE D& 2957 pReRa)

levels 1 5 5 S5hED SRR
BAHBAS BB BEEE
o2& <P EHED
TATAH ZAZAH ZxZX
SHIbH L&l LXAIED
Falz TAHLTH (O A0V
EAEA DAHD A 5650
Xo kb EYEY ~HAD
T-& Y (O .V XL
HEH S ~HAD IbHEH
Inin WO H< o<

Idioms with Body Parts: Many Japanese idioms like these refer to body parts and are
used in everyday conversation.

2021 (2024, etc.)

2022 (2025, etc.)

2023 (2026, etc.)

L2

[N (xnmL00)
ENE mannizuy)

RNE L (xnx)
H 2SRV (< 52 510)

BADNIAVY (0hB70510)
TUNELY (xabBbu)

L4

GED B DRV (brgnmpns
20)

JBEEFD iz bo)

LPEL IR D (xnrsin
%)

BExRELTD uennt
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L3 | BAEITR D wbLsEsicnz) |BWZONRSINERN | BE20-1ED
and (BN BRSEIN S22

SENEIND (brgnznz)
BERE D (vandd)

Continued on next page
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FEASELY (zLassbuy)
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Proverbs: Proverbs are an integral part of all languages and cultures, and Japanese is
no exception.

2021 (2024, etc.)

2022 (2025, etc.)

2023 (2026, etc.)

L2

BRI GsicierniEzs)
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CONVERSATION ROUND

Participation in the Conversation Round is required. Each student will be randomly
paired with another student (same level, different team) to interview each other about
the following:
Level 2 -- familiar and casual topics such as students’ schools, hometowns, and
favorite pastimes
Level 3 -- familiar issues such as “remote learning” and the new normal of daily life
Level 4 -- current issues relevant to Japan

Students will take turns interviewing each other for two minutes each. The interviewer
must be able to start an interview appropriately, ask relevant questions as well as
follow-up questions in response to the interviewee’s answers, and close the interview
properly at the end of the allotted time.

Student performance will be scored as either GOOD or EXCELLENT. Prizes will be
given to exceptional performers.

EXCELLENT interviewers tend to do the following in order to achieve their aim of
learning about the other person:

1. Be an active listener showing enthusiasm and compassion

2. Ask the 5W (who-what-when-where-why) questions effectively

3. Avoid simple yes-no questions

4. Use familiar words and expressions to ensure the interviewee understands the
guestions
Ask follow-up questions to take the interview to the next level
Use aizuchi (interjections and fillers used in Japanese conversation)
appropriately to ensure the interview flows smoothly, and
7. Be positive, empathetic, and humorous to make the interview a joyful

experience.

oo

EXCELLENT interviewees tend to do the following in order to achieve their aim of
helping the other person get to know them better:
1. Answer the questions sincerely and appropriately
2. Use familiar words and expressions to ensure the interviewer understands the
answers
3. Use aizuchi appropriately to ensure the interview flows smoothly, and
4. Be positive, empathetic, and humorous to make the interview a joyful
experience.

Level 2 students should be able to:
e understand and use basic expressions to express themselves,
® interact simply but clearly without confusing the partner, and

e sustain coherent conversation by maintaining a reasonably focused thread of
conversation.
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Level 3 students should be able to:

understand and use expressions frequently used in daily life,
exchange information accurately,

describe matters with the appropriate information, in simple terms, and
sustain coherent and meaningful conversation.

Level 4 students should be able to:

understand and express points regarding various topics,
describe issues clearly,

express opinions fairly and clearly,

sustain coherent and meaningful conversation, and
take the conversation to the next level.

12



