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Hello Everyone! My name is Lucas Carmichael-Tanaka, and | am a student from Reed
College. Today | would like to compare differences in public high school cirrculum between
Japan and the United States; the intent of this presentation is to explore the possibilities of
what constitutes an ideal education system.

The majority of high schools in Japan run on a “school year” system; this means that
the courses taken by students are largely dictated by their school year. While there is some
choice provided by certain elective courses, most students who share a homeroom teacher
will also share the same class schedule. The textbooks used in class are often dictated by the
national government, and as a result, the core curriculum is the same (or very similar)
regardless of where one lives or what school one attends. It should be noted that restricting
student freedom in class selection may be restrictive on their educational growth; however,
| believe that the national guarantee of equal education for everyone is a great thing.

Within America, high schools often operate on the same credit system as colleges
and universities. Certain credits and competency in core subjects are required to graduate:
however, students are provided with considerable freedom in when and how they wish to
acquire these credits. For example, many classes are divided into normal and advanced
varients, and students are allowed to decided which one they wish to sign up for. As a
result, even first years are allowed to sign up for the most advanced AP and IB courses, if
they have the ambition.

However, when considering an issue like equal opportunity in education, one must
carefully consider possible downsides to any such system. Within my old highschool, |
personally believed that there was a significant difference in the quality of education
received between advanced and non-advanced courses. Beyond differences in curriculm,
educational materials, and even teachers, the quality of one’s fellow classmates often
changed. One can imagine how having a class full of honors students, or having a class full of
students uninterested in studying, can significantly effect the learning environment.
America is already a country with significant differences in education policy between
different states and regions: My personal experience would suggest that such differences
can even be found between students attending the same schools. Even so, allowing
students the freedom to challenge themselves with more advanced courses is a very good
thing.

In my personal opinion, if Japan’s guarantee of equal education opportunity could
somehow be combined with America’s system of allowing students to challenge themself, |
believe such a system could approach a more idealized vision of education. Hopefully, these
comments illustrate how, as we tackle the question of how to improve education
domestically in Japan or the United States, turning to consider educational policy overseas
might yield valuable lessons.



